HGSS Canon

Fifty Books to Read Before You Leave!
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Holmer Green Senior School

A canon is a selection of books that is considered essential.

At Holmer Green Senior School, we know that reading is essential for
academic and personal development. The benefits of reading link closely to
HGSS'’s four core values.

Work Hard Be Kind

Committing to reading can help you Reading can help you understand how words

succeed in all areas of the and actions impact others. You will show more

curriculum. respect - and gain it!
Have Passion Have curiosity
Reading regularly will help you to Reading can reflect your own life, be a
achieve your potential across the window into the lives of others and open a
school and beyond. door to become who you want to be.

The books on the following pages have been carefully chosen and are
recommended for each year group. There were so many more titles we couldn’t
include but we think this selection is a good blueprint for your reading journey.
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We challenge our pupils in each year group
to read these ten titles over the school year.
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Year 7 is all about exploring your world. Moving to secondary school exposes you
to new people, ideas and places. The Year 7+ list includes historical and fantasy
adventures in new and strange lands. There are several books to help you see life
from the perspective of others. There is a book of timelines so you can make sense of

what has gone before and there is an anthology of poetry to help you live your life!

Recommended
Reads for Year 7+
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By Year 8, you ‘ve found your feet in secondary school and now it is time to find
your voice. The Year 8+ list includes an anthology of speeches that changed the
world, a young girl whose diary exposed some of the real horrors of the holocaust
and a number of books where unlikely characters step up to become heroes.

Plus, can you solve two classic mysteries?

THE DIARY OF

Canon PhE L
n ),LTQ
«-—g—,ﬂr I
Recommended
Reads
for Year 8+ O Speeches That O The Diary of a [ The Call of the
Changed The Youn irl Wild by Jack
World (Quercus) Anne Frank London

THE

HOBBIT

J.-R.R. TOLKIEN

L
Aﬁﬁ%l

o | |
"‘?}Pﬁ'ﬁ WERE

uole

[J The Wolves of

Willoughby Chase
by Joan Aiken

] You’re Welcome

Universe by
Whitney Gardner

[0 The Hobbit by
[.R.R. Tolkien

[0 And Then There

Were None by
Agatha Christie

SIR ARTHUR
CONAN DOYLE
D ——.

KWAME ALEXANDER

[ The Hound of the
Baskervilles by Sir

Arthur Conan Doyle

[0 Miss Peregrine’s

Home for Peculiar

thldrgn Ransom Riggs

[ Booked by

Kwame Alexander

Year 8+

Finding Your
Voice

Please Note: The links to external sites are not monitored by HGSS


https://www.quercusbooks.co.uk/titles/none/speeches-that-changed-the-world/9781529409550/
https://www.quercusbooks.co.uk/titles/none/speeches-that-changed-the-world/9781529409550/
https://www.quercusbooks.co.uk/titles/none/speeches-that-changed-the-world/9781529409550/
https://www.booktrust.org.uk/book/a/anne-frank-the-diary-of-a-young-girl/
https://www.booktrust.org.uk/book/a/anne-frank-the-diary-of-a-young-girl/
https://www.booktrust.org.uk/book/a/anne-frank-the-diary-of-a-young-girl/
https://www.goodreads.com/book/show/1852.The_Call_of_the_Wild
https://www.goodreads.com/book/show/1852.The_Call_of_the_Wild
https://www.goodreads.com/book/show/1852.The_Call_of_the_Wild
https://www.booktrust.org.uk/book/t/the-wolves-of-willoughby-chase/
https://www.booktrust.org.uk/book/t/the-wolves-of-willoughby-chase/
https://www.booktrust.org.uk/book/t/the-wolves-of-willoughby-chase/
https://www.kirkusreviews.com/book-reviews/whitney-gardner/youre-welcome-universe/
https://www.kirkusreviews.com/book-reviews/whitney-gardner/youre-welcome-universe/
https://www.kirkusreviews.com/book-reviews/whitney-gardner/youre-welcome-universe/
https://www.booktrust.org.uk/book/t/the-hobbit/
https://www.booktrust.org.uk/book/t/the-hobbit/
https://www.agathachristie.com/en/stories/and-then-there-were-none
https://www.agathachristie.com/en/stories/and-then-there-were-none
https://www.agathachristie.com/en/stories/and-then-there-were-none
https://www.goodreads.com/book/show/8921.The_Hound_of_the_Baskervilles
https://www.goodreads.com/book/show/8921.The_Hound_of_the_Baskervilles
https://www.goodreads.com/book/show/8921.The_Hound_of_the_Baskervilles
https://www.ransomriggs.com/books/miss-peregrines-home-for-peculiar-children/
https://www.ransomriggs.com/books/miss-peregrines-home-for-peculiar-children/
https://www.ransomriggs.com/books/miss-peregrines-home-for-peculiar-children/
https://www.booktrust.org.uk/book/b/booked/
https://www.booktrust.org.uk/book/b/booked/

Year 9 is interesting. You aren’t yet an adult but you're too old to be a kid. The Year

9+ list looks at how this can make you feel. There is an anthology of real-life accounts

about mental health and coming of age novels where difficult decisions have to be
made. To lighten the mood, Barack Obama tells us about his unexpected journey to

become president and Terry Pratchett introduces us to his wonderful Discworld.

Recommended
Reads
for Year 9+
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Year 10 is a great time to grow up and make some changes in your life. The Y10+ list

looks at how unexpected events can lead to a new way of thinking. You'll find some

top tips for being an adult, some characters who make huge discoveries about

themselves and an anthology of short stories on the subject of change.

Plus there’s a book to help tackle the environmental problems faced by our planet.

Recommended
Reads
for Year 10+
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As you reach the end of your Beechen journey, it’s time to look ahead.
This list for Year 11+ delves into the deeper aspects of life. The universal themes of
love, revenge, greed, survival, the search for truth, how the past affects the future,
rebellion and facing mortality are all explored in this selection of books which are an

amazing springboard for your future reading choices.
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